《Through the Bible Commentary – Habakkuk》(F.B. Meyer)
Commentator

Frederick Brotherton Meyer was born in London. He attended Brighton College and graduated from the University of London in 1869. He studied theology at Regent's Park College, Oxford and began pastoring churches in 1870. His first pastorate was at Pembroke Baptist Chapel in Liverpool. In 1872 he pastored Priory Street Baptist Church in York. While he was there he met the American evangelist Dwight L. Moody, whom he introduced to other churches in England. The two preachers became lifelong friends.

Other churches he pastored were Victoria Road Church in Leicester (1874-1878), Melbourne Hall in Leicester (1878- 1888) and Regent's Park Chapel in London (1888-1892). In 1895 Meyer went to Christ Church in Lambeth. At the time only 100 people attended the church, but within two years over 2,000 were regularly attending. He stayed there for fifteen years, and then began traveling to preach at conferences and evangelistic services. His evangelistic tours included South Africa and Asia. He also visited the United States and Canada several times.He spent the last few years of his life working as a pastor in England's churches, but still made trips to North America, including one he made at age 80.

Meyer was part of the Higher Life Movement and was known as a crusader against immorality. He preached against drunkenness and prostitution. He is said to have brought about the closing of hundreds of saloons and brothels.

Meyer wrote over 40 books, including Christian biographies and devotional commentaries on the Bible. He, along with seven other clergymen, was also a signatory to the London Manifesto asserting that the Second Coming was imminent in 1918. His works include The Way Into the Holiest:, Expositions on the Epistle to the Hebrews (1893) ,The Secret of Guidance, Our Daily Homily and Christian Living.
Introduction

OUTLINE OF HABAKKUK
“The Just Shall Live by Faith”
I. The Prophet’s Expostulation, Habakkuk 1:1-17; Habakkuk 2:1-20
1. Why Are Iniquity and Injustice Permitted to Prevail? Habakkuk 1:1-4
Reply: The Chaldeans Will Execute Judgment, Habakkuk 1:5-11
2. How Can Power Be Given to So Wicked a People? Habakkuk 1:12-17
Reply: Their Exaltation Is but Temporary, Habakkuk 2:1-4
3. Five Woes against the Chaldeans, Habakkuk 2:5-20 

II. The Prophet’s Prayer, Habakkuk 3:1-19
1. God’s Mighty Works a Ground of Hope, Habakkuk 3:1-15
2. A Declaration of Unwavering Faith, Habakkuk 3:16-19 

INTRODUCTION TO HABAKKUK
The prophecy of Habakkuk is concerned with the rise of the Chaldeans to power. Habakkuk had seen this mighty people used in inflicting judgment upon Nineveh, and they appeared to be the very instrument of God. But a problem arose when they were seen to be as the Assyrians whom they had destroyed. How could God use for any purpose a heartless, cruel nation, bent wholly upon evil? The prophet’s answer is that God will make all His dealings clear if we but wait for Him. “The just shall live by faith.” When the issues appear confused, the righteous can still remain steadfast and loyal to God-that is their life. “Be true; light will dawn.”

Habakkuk 3:1-19 is a poem of great beauty, remarkable for its expression of unwavering faith. Though all gifts fail, the Giver Himself abides, and in Him the prophet will rejoice. 

{e-Sword Note: The following material was presented at the end of Habbakkuk in the printed edition}

REVIEW QUESTIONS ON HABAKKUK
Outline
(a) What are the two main divisions of the book?

(b) How does the spirit of the first part differ from that of the second part?

Introduction
(c) What nation’s rise to power occasioned the prophecy of Habakkuk?

(d) What question concerning this nation’s power vexed the prophet?

(e) What answer does the prophet find?

Habakkuk 1-3
Each question applies to the paragraph of corresponding number in the Comments.
1. What complaint does the prophet make to the Lord?

2. What answer is given him?

3. In what words does the prophet express the strength of his faith in God? 

01 Chapter 1 
Verses 1-17
THE APPARENT PROSPERITY OF THE WICKED 
Habakkuk 1:1-17
Habakkuk probably lived toward the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim, when the Chaldeans were preparing to invade the land. Jerusalem was filled with wickedness. Crimes of violence and lawlessness had become so numerous that the prophet was appalled at the sight. He could only point to the fate of other nations, which must also befall Judah unless the people repented. Paul quotes Habakkuk 1:5 in Acts 13:41. The Chaldeans are compared to the leopard, the evening wolf, and the east wind. The prophet turns to Jehovah in an agony of expostulation and entreaty. Was He not from everlasting? Was He not Israel’s Rock? The prophet’s solace is the reflection, “We shall not die.” An ancient reading is, “Thou canst not die.” We are reminded of Revelation 1:18. O thou undying, unchanging, life-giving Savior, we cling to thee amid the storms that sweep the world, as limpets to the rock.

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-20
“THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH” 
Habakkuk 2:1-20
Having prayed, the prophet expected an answer and looked out for it. When it came, there would be no mistaking it. But until we see eye to eye, we must live by simple faith in God. Note that wonderful clause in Habakkuk 2:4, which is referred to so often afterward. See Romans 1:17; Galatians 2:16; Galatians 3:11. Life in this age, as in that, may be obtained and maintained by faith in the ever-living God. Through long waiting-times the only source of continued life is the faith which draws all from God. From Habakkuk 2:5 onwards, the prophet enumerates Babylon’s sins: her pride, love of strong drink, rapacity, and violence. It could not be God’s will that the mighty city should flourish on the anguish of the world. 

From scenes of anarchy and riot which foretell Chaldea’s doom, we pass into Jehovah’s temple, where peaceful silence reigns! Let us live in that secret place! “The secret of the Lord is with them that fear Him!”

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-19
THE FAITH THAT IS INVINCIBLE 
Habakkuk 3:1-19
This psalm was intended to be sung by the captives during the Exile, which was near. In Habakkuk 3:3-15 there is a recital of the great events in the past. First Sinai, then the victories and deliverances of the book of Judges, the passage of the Red Sea and Jordan, the divine vengeance on the oppressors. But the prophet could not contemplate the future of the Chosen People without dismay. He longed to be at rest before those terrible Chaldean hosts burst upon the land. At the close he breaks into a sublime refrain which has been the solace and song of myriads of believers. If all God’s gifts failed he would still possess the Giver. He could still triumph in God. Indeed, the divine Savior and Friend is often more apparent when the fields and the farmsteads are bare. 

